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Welcome 
Located in Dundee’s historic               

Victoria Dock, HMS Unicorn is 

Scotland’s oldest ship and one of 

the few remaining warships 

from the Georgian Navy. 

 

Built in 1824 at Chatham                 

Dockyard, HMS Unicorn was 

constructed as a 46-gun              

frigate for the Royal Navy. The 

ship was brought to Dundee in 

1873 to be used as a training 

ship and has  remained in her 

adopted city ever since. 

 

Today HMS Unicorn allows our 

visitors to explore her story 

through our historic displays,              

including her life during WW1 

and WW2, and get a real feel for 

what life was like aboard a  

Georgian sailing ship.  

 

HMS Unicorn’s learning               

programme offers pupils the 

chance to experience                          

interactive tours of the ship’s 

four incredible decks and                  

discover 200 years of naval,              

social and local history. Our 

hands-on workshops allow              

pupils to learn about a variety of 

subjects in a new and exciting 

environment. 

 

We look forward to welcoming 

you and your group on board! 

 

How to Book a Visit 

If you have any queries or would like to book a 

visit, please get in touch with Caroline                 

Taylor, our Volunteering, Engagement and 

Learning Officer.  

Tel: 01382 200900  

Email: caroline@hmsunicorn.org.uk  

How to Find Us 

HMS Unicorn is located in Dundee’s Victoria 
Dock, right next to the Tay Road Bridge.  

The ship is only a short walk from the rail and 
bus stations and the city centre. She is linked 

to V&A Dundee and RRS Discovery by a                    
riverfront walkway. 

HMS Unicorn, South Victoria Dock Road,   
Victoria Dock, Dundee, DD1 3BP. 



Practical              
Information 

Accessibility 

Our accessibility guide can be viewed 

online at www.hmsunicorn.org.uk/visit/

kids-families 
 

Access to the four decks on HMS Unicorn is 

via stairs and ladderways, with only the gun 

deck offering disabled access. There is a                  

virtual tour of HMS Unicorn available in our 

pod next to the ship which is fully accessible.  

We do also offer a sensory story tour for              

children with additional support needs.  

If any of your group have accessibility or               
additional support needs that you would 

like to discuss, please get in touch with our               
Learning Team at                                                        

caroline@hmsunicorn.org.uk  

Cost 

The cost of a school or youth group visit 

to HMS Unicorn is £3.50 per child. 

If you choose a self-guided tour, then the 

cost is £3.00 per child. 

One adult is free per six children, with a 
cost of £5.00 per adult thereafter. 

There are sometimes travel subsidies                   
available for schools visiting HMS Unicorn 

which can go towards all or part of the cost 
of your travel.                                                         

These are dependent on the area your 
group is coming from and the funding we 

have available.  

What to Bring 

We always recommend that pupils and                

teachers come dressed in warm clothing and 

suitable footwear. 

If you wish to eat packed lunches or 
snacks on the ship, then please inform the 
us before so an area can be set up for this. 

Supervision and Safety 

Children must be supervised at all times 

when on board the ship and remain the           

responsibility of the school or group 

throughout the visit. 

To ensure that children are adequately            

supervised on HMS Unicorn, we insist on a 

minimum ratio of one adult leader for every 

ten children. 

If the children are aged five or younger, then 
we insist on a minimum ratio of one adult 

leader for every six children. 

Further information and guidelines, as 
well as a risk assessment, will be provid-

ed by the Learning team before any 
group visit to the ship. 

Preliminary Visit 
After booking a trip, we recommend that 

teachers and adult leaders come aboard HMS 
Unicorn for a free preliminary visit to inform 

your own risk assessment.    

These must be arranged through the Learning 
Team beforehand.  



School   
Workshops 

Join us aboard HMS                  

Unicorn to hear about                 

sailing ships, courageous 

crews and plundering               

pirates!   

Explore the oldest ship in            
Scotland on our guided 

tour and hear the stories 
of life on the seven seas. 

 Handle artefacts that 
would have been used on a 

ship to get a real feel for 
life on board and make 

your own captain’s hat to 
get you in the sea-going 

spirit!  

Shiver Me Timbers 

Stories of the Sea 

A Sailor’s Life For Me 

Working in the Georgian Navy 

Ship Shape 

Ship building and design 

Discover what life what 

like for a sailor on board 

a ship in Georgian times, 

over 200 years ago!  

Tour HMS Unicorn to see 
where a sailor would 
have eaten, slept and 

fought.  

Investigate real and                
replica historical items 

and play some games to 
find out who the different 
crew members were and 

the (sometimes                   
gruesome) jobs they had 

on board a ship.  

 

Built during the                          

Industrial Revolution, 

HMS Unicorn is a marvel 

of 19th century design 

and construction.  

Discover the design           

features of HMS Unicorn 

on a guided tour and 

learn the different parts 

of a ship.  

Try your hand at                         

constructing a model 

ship (following a design 

brief) that will actually 

float and sail.  

90 
mins 

Max. 
35 

Curriculum level:  

Early and First 

Curriculum level:  

First and Second 

Curriculum level:  

Third, Fourth and Senior 

All of our schools workshops take place on board HMS Unicorn and include an interactive 

guided tour of the ship. They cost £3.50 per child and are led by a friendly and                                

knowledgeable member of the Unicorn’s crew.  

It is possible to adapt our workshops so that they suit the size of group you have and the 

amount of time you have to spend on board. Contact us to discuss this ahead of your      

visit and we accommodate your needs as best we can.  
 

Please get in touch with our Learning Team for any enquiries about your visit.  

90 
mins 

90 
mins 

Max. 
35 

Max. 
35 



• Understand what life was 

like on board a sailing 

ship in the past 

• Find out how the sea can 

be dangerous  

• Compare the similarities 

and differences between 

life on a ship and our 

lives today 

• Learn what type of ship 

HMS Unicorn is 

• Discover the stories that 

historical items tell us 

about the past 

• Find out how to handle 

historical artefacts                 

correctly 

• Learn about some                

famous pirates and           

sailors 

• Enhance skills in listening 

and asking questions 

Shiver Me Timbers 

Stories of the Sea 

A Sailor’s Life For Me 

Working in the Georgian Navy 

Ship Shape 

Ship building and design 

• Learn what type of ship 

HMS Unicorn is and why 

it’s here in Dundee 

 

• Find out what jobs              

different crew members 

did in the Georgian Navy 

 

• Understand what life was 

like for Georgian sailors  

 

• Compare the similarities 

and differences between 

sailors’ lives and our lives 

today 

 

• Discover how and what 

historical items tell us 

about the past 

 

• Learn to handle historical 

artefacts correctly 

 

• Enhance skills in listening, 

asking questions and  

presenting information 

• Find out the unique                
design features of HMS 
Unicorn 

• Learn about Robert           
Seppings and how he 
influenced ship building 

• Discover what the 
names are for different 
parts of a ship and 
different ship building 
roles 

• Find out what impact 
the Industrial Revolution 
had on ship building 

• Build a model ship               
according to a design 
brief, as part of a team 

• Enhance skills in                  
listening, asking                    
questions, problem          
solving and presenting 
information 

Curriculum Links: 

• Social Studies (SOC 0-01a, 

SOC 1-03a, SOC 0-04a, SOC 1-

04a) 

• Literacy (LIT 0-02a / ENG 0-

03a, LIT 1-02a) 

• Expressive Arts (EXA 0-05a, 

EXA 1-05a) 

Curriculum Links: 

• Social Studies (SOC 1-02a, 

SOC 2-02a, SOC 1-04a, SOC 2-

04a) 

• Literacy (LIT 1-02a, LIT 2-02a, 

LIT 1-07a, LIT 2-07a) 

• Health and wellbeing (HWB 1

-01a / HWB 2-01a ) 

Curriculum Links: 

• Literacy (LIT 3-02a, LIT 4-02a ) 

• Numeracy (MNU 3-11a, MNU 4

-11a)  

• Expressive Arts (EXA 3-06a , 

EXA 4-06a) 

• Technologies (TCH 3-09a, TCH 

4-09a)  

Learning            
Outcomes 



Self Guided  
Visits 

 

You can lead your group on your own self 

guided tour of HMS Unicorn. You will have 

the same opportunity to explore  all four 

decks of Scotland’s oldest ship and study 

the exciting historical items that we have 

on display. We will also provide  our han-

dling box, full of real and replica items 

that you can use to further understand life 

on board a Georgian ship.  

Our learning team will provide you with a 

guide to HMS Unicorn and details of the   

handling box contents ahead of your visit. 

A self guided visit costs £3 per child and 

there must be a ratio of one adult to every 

ten children.  

 

 

 Other                    
Resources 

We have a range of activity sheets and ideas that can be used to support a visit to 

HMS Unicorn either before or after you come on board with your group.   

These include: 

• How to Make Your Own Grog 

• Baking a Ship’s Biscuit 

• Design a Cartridge Carrier 

• Make a Ship’s Gun 

• Create a paper model of HMS Unicorn 

• Join the Wrens - Morse Code Breaker 

• HMS Unicorn Factsheets 
 

You can also visit www.hmsunicorn.org.uk for further information about the              

history of the ship.  

60 
mins 

Max. 
30 

 

Self guided visits must be booked in                 

advance. Get in touch with the Learning 

Team to plan your visit.  



Thank you for reading our Learning Guide - please get in touch if you would 

like to book a visit.  

HMS Unicorn, Victoria Dock, Dundee, DD1 3BP 

t: 01382 200900  /  e: caroline@hmsunicorn.org.uk  /     w: www.hmsunicorn.org.uk 


